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The Wild Grapevine will provide you with nature-related articles and upcoming event information four times per 
year.  All annual pass holders will receive this newsletter free as part of their benefits.  Send your email address to 
metea@allencountyparks.org for free e-mailed copies. See the end of the newsletter for other programs provided 
off-site. Special Event -  November 13th – Richard Louv, Author of Last Child in the Woods (see last page) 
 
Allen County Parks website: 
www.allencountyparks.org  
 

Your Allen County Parks 
Fox Island County Park, 7324 Yohne Road, southwest Fort Wayne   (260) 449-3180 
Metea County Park, 8401 Union Chapel Road at State Route 1, Leo-Cedarville   (260) 449-3777 
Payton County Park, 13928 Dunton Rd. just east of Huntertown between Gump and Hathaway Roads 
Cook’s Landing County Park, corner of Shoaff and Coldwater Roads 

 
www.nistem.org 

Allen County Parks is a partner in the NISTEM network 

 
The Deciduous Woodlands: 

How seasonal change affects temperate forest life 
By Ron Divelbiss, Metea County Park Naturalist 

 
 Most of Fox Island and Metea is woodlands.  The changing seasons dominate deciduous woodlands.  
Woodland animals and plants live and breed in conditions that vary widely throughout the year.  The key to their 
success is an ability to survive the winter and then take full advantage of the spring and summer.  Deciduous 
woodland is the natural vegetation of much of temperate Europe and 
North America, and also occurs in the limited temperate lands of the 
Southern Hemisphere.  But its water retentive soils make excellent 
farmland, and in many places woodlands have been replaced by 
agricultural development.  
 In the depths of winter there seems to be little life in a deciduous 
woodland.  The trees are bare, snow may lie along the branches, and there 
is little bird song to be heard.  Yet even so, there is activity.  On the 
woodland floor shrews hunt for invertebrates such as woodlice and 
earthworms.  Also active are resident birds like downy and hairy 
woodpeckers and blue jays.  The blue jay survives the winter by eating 
the acorns it stored in the autumn.  The hairy woodpecker changes diet, 
eating invertebrates in the warmer months and seeds in the winter. 
 Many species of birds - and a few bats - simply avoid the winter: 
they head for warmer climates after breeding.  Mammals like the mouse 
and the skunk stay put but become less active, or hibernate. 
 As winter retreats, the days lengthen, the temperature rises and the snow melts; greenery and life return to 
the woods.  First come the spring flowering plants, which expand their leaves and produce their flowers before the 
canopy closes over them and shades them from the Sun's light.  Woodland trees - oak, hickory, maple, ash, beech 

Friends of Metea website: 
www.friendsofmetea.org  

Fox Island Alliance website:  
www.foxislandalliance.org 



and many others burst into leaf, and no sooner are their leaves expanded than they are being eaten by insects and 
their larvae. 
 Migrating birds such as warblers return in spring to build their nests and raise their broods.  The plentiful 
harvest of insects provides breeding birds with a protein-rich diet for their young.  Down on the woodland floor 
deer browse the vegetation, and in the dense understory mice are busy searching out seeds, buds and invertebrates. 
 All parts of the forest - from the woodland floor to the top of the canopy - have their predators.  Hunting 
spiders chase small invertebrates across the woodland floor, and far above, superbly adapted woodland hawks hunt 
small birds among the branches. 
 By late summer the migratory birds have raised their young and begin to leave. Trees are preparing for the 
dormancy of winter by withdrawing the nutrients from their leaves and shedding them.  The leaves turn brown, red 
and gold as they die, and the jays hunt once more for acorns.  The cycle begins again. 
 

Upcoming Programs for Fall 
Program fees are usually $2.00 per person unless otherwise stated, and are used to provide operating funds (which are not 
supported by tax revenue) for Allen County Parks.  Most programs require pre-registration to allow resource and staff 
allocation planning.  There may be requirements for a minimum number registered to offer the program. You will be 
notified at least 5 days before program if the program has been cancelled due to minimum registrations not being met. 
 
Programs with the                 logo provide NISTEM reward points 
 

Tai Chi  Fox Island Nature Center 
September 23 – November 18, Wednesdays 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM  
Instructor Sandy Gebhart will teach the Sun 
Short Form to novices and advance into the 
seventy three form with continuing students in 
this eight week Tai Chi class.  The Sun Short 
Form is a gentle, non-strenuous form that can 
be practiced by all. 

Cost: $50.00 for 8 weeks 
Pre-register by: 9/18 
Min: 10 
Max: 25 
 

To register or more information: 
Email: rzartman@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-3186 
Ron Zartman 
Special Note: Registrations accepted through 
3rd week 

 
Scrap-booking Series Fox Island County Park 
Fridays: Sept. 25, Oct. 23 & Nov. 13 6:00 PM -12:00 AM  
Join naturalist, Natalie Haley, in a scrap-
booking evening of saving memories with 
Creative Memories Consultant, Sherina 
Hewson. Bring a friend, catch up on each 
other’s lives. 

Cost: $10.00/person 
Pre-register by: 9/20/09, 
10/18/09, and 11/8/09. 
Min: 6 
Max: 22 

To register or for more information: 
Email: nhaley@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-3246 
Natalie Haley 
www.mycmsite.com/sites/shewson 

 
Collect and Observe - Dominance Hierarchy in Field Crickets Metea County Park Nature Center 
October 6, Tuesday  2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  
By watching a small group of male field 
crickets we will be able to establish the winner 
(dominant cricket) and losers (submissive 
crickets).   Ages 12 through adult. 

Cost:  $3.00 
Pre-register by: 10/1 
Min:  6 
Max:  10 

You must be preregistered to do this program. 
Email: rdivelbiss@allencountyparks.org  
Call: 449-3778 
Ron Divelbiss 

 
Turtle Care Clinics Fox Island County Park 
Wednesdays: Oct. 7, 14,  21, & the 28 10:00 AM -10:45 AM   
Join naturalist, Natalie Haley, and learn how 
she takes care of our exhibit turtles.  Program is 
open to all ages. 

Cost: FREE 
Pre-register by: 10/2, 10/9 
10/16 & 10/23  
Min: 5  Max: 15 

To register or for more information: 
Email: nhaley@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-3246 
Natalie Haley 

 
Hike for Habitat Youth United Fox Island County Park 
October 10, Saturday 1:00 PM -4:00 PM   
Join Habitat for Humanity on a hike at Fox 
Island County Park. Fee includes park entry fee 
t-shirt and food. Get sponsors!! 

Cost: $15.00/hiker early 
          $25.00day of hike 
          $2.00 park entry fee 
          for non hikers  

To register or for more information: 
Email: rcharles@fortwaynehabitat.org 
Call: 422-4828 
Fort Wayne Habitat 



 
Preschool Discovery Hour – Fall Colors Fox Island County Park 
October 13, Tuesday 1:00 PM  – 2:00 PM  

October is when fall colors peak.  We 
will hunt for and identify colors, 

make a fall color bookmark craft 
and have a snack.   
Each family of children must 
be accompanied by one adult. 

Cost:  $3.00/child 
           $2.00/adult  
Pre-register by: 10/8 
Min: 5 
Max: 20.   

To register or more information: 
Email: rzartman@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-3186 
Ron Zartman 

 
Creek and Pond Invertebrates                                         2 NISTEM points Metea County Park Nature Center 
October 13, Tuesday   2:00 PM – 4:00 PM  
Weather permitting, this is a creek activity, so 
wear old shoes or water shoes.  If it is cold or 
wet this will be an indoor activity.  We will be 
taking a close look at aquatic macro   
invertebrates – little creatures that live in water. 
Ages 8 through adult. 

Cost: $ 2.00 
Pre-register by: 10/8 
Min: 5 
Max: 15 

To register or more information: 
Email: rdivelbiss@allencountyparks.org  
Call: 449-3778 
Ron Divelbiss 

 
Home School Series                   2  NISTEM  points per class Metea County Park Nature Center 
October 15, November 19, Thursdays 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  
Home school science enrichment program 
for all school age students in three age 
groups. Includes BOTH month’s sessions, 
all handouts and equipment.  One 
parent/guardian per family is required to 
attend.  Classes fill up quickly, so reserve 
you space. Classes begin promptly at 2:00 
PM!  Sessions will be held both indoors 
and outdoors. Dress for the weather. 

Cost: $10.00/student 
          $4.00/adult 
Pre-register & PREPAY by: 
10/10/09 
Min: 5/age group 
Max: 20 
SPACE WILL NOT BE 
RESERVED UNTIL YOU 
HAVE PAID 

To register or more information: 
Email: rdivelbiss@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-3778 
Ron Divelbiss 

 
 Beginner (grade 1-3) Intermediate (grade 4-6) Advanced (grade 7-12) 
Session 1: 
October 15 

Pumpkins – Seed to Jack-o-
Lantern.   
Study the life cycle of the pumpkin 
and then carve a Jack -O- Lantern to 
take home. 
 

 Animal myths.   
Are daddy-long-legs the most 
poisonous spider?  Do squirrels 
get rabies?  Learn the truth 
about our animal friends (and 
not some Internet rumor). 

Trees 
We will continue the study of 
trees by building a collection 
for educational use in the park. 

Session 2: 
November 
19  

Squirrels 
Red squirrels do not drive out gray 
squirrels; gray squirrels do not 
remember where they buried nuts, and 
squirrels do eat meat!  Take a 
naturalist-led hike through Metea 
woods and learn more about these 
“nutty”, or not so nutty, rodents 

Geology 
We’ll get to the “rock bottom” 
of igneous, sedimentary and 
metamorphic, and learn about 
glaciers and other geologic 
forces and facts.  Yes, it’s true, 
Indiana ROCKS! 

Mosses and Microscopes 
Explore the tiny world of some 
of our smallest plants.  What 
looks like just a little green 
spot in the woods becomes a 
whole ecosystem under the 
microscope. 

 
Sunny Schick Photography Class – Shooting Nature Metea County Park Nature Center 
October 18, Sunday  2:30 PM– 4:30 PM  
Instructor Chuck Fletter will share techniques 
for shooting wildlife and taking macro photos.  
He will cover how to choose the best lens for 
your needs and how to make the best use of your 
existing equipment.  A selection of Tamron 
demo lenses for Nikon and Cannon SLRs will be 
available.   

Fee: $12.00 
Pre-register by: 10/16 
Min: 5 
Max:  20 

To register or more information: 
Email: bdispenza@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-8619 
Bob Dispenza 

 



 
Living Crayfish Observation                                           2 NISTEM points Metea County Park Nature Center 
October 20, Tuesday  2:00 PM – 4:00 PM  
This is a creek activity, so wear old shoes or 
water shoes.  We will be in the river to collect 
specimens.  We will then observe the following,  
habitat of the crayfish, function of the 
appendages, make up of the exoskeleton, make 
up of the eyes and other sensory organs.  
Ages 12 through adult. 

Cost: $ 2.00 
Pre-register by: 10/15 
Min: 5 
Max: 15 

To register or more information: 
Email: rdivelbiss@allencountyparks.org  
 Call: 449-3778 
Ron Divelbiss 

 
Seeds are Everywhere                                                      2 NISTEM points Metea County Park Nature Center 
October 22, Thursday 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM  
Let’s take a look at how seeds disperse 
themselves.  They float through the air, get 
caught on our clothes, and they are inside an 
apple when you take a bite!  We will go on a 
seed hike, take a look inside a seed, and have a 
seedy snack.  Ages 6 through adult 

Cost: $3.00  
Pre-register by:  10/16 
Min:  5 
Max:  20 

To register or more information: 
Email:nbradtmiller@allencountyparks.org  
Call: 449-3778 
Nancy Bradtmiller 

 
Night Hike                                                                          2 NISTEM points Metea County Park Nature Center 
October 23, Friday 7:00 PM  
Out into the mysterious night woods we go! 
Enjoy the wild darkness as we learn about night 
animals we don’t know much about.  Suitable 
for all ages.  Flashlights optional, and not used 
on the hike. 

Cost: $2.00 
Pre-register by: 10/18 
Min: 5 
Max: 30 

To register or more information: 
Email: bdispenza@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-8619 
Bob Dispenza 

 
 

Trail of Myths Night Hike Fox Island County Park 
October 30, Friday 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  
Join naturalist, Natalie Haley, at Fox Island’s 
nature center where she will host a nighttime 
tour of Fox Island and demystify those often told 
myths of marsh creatures including our friends 
the spider, the bat, and the lowly toad, etc… 

Cost: $2.00  
Pre-register by: 10/25  
Min: 5 
Max: 20 

To register or for more information: 
Email: nhaley@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-3246 
Natalie Haley 
 

 
Night Hike Metea County Park Nature Center 
October 30, Friday 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM  
Come and experience the night at Metea.  Let’s 
use our senses to explore what makes 
night-time different from the day.  
After our hike we will gather 
around the campfire and 
enjoy some s’mores.  All 
ages welcome. 

Cost:  $3.00 
Pre-register by: 10/25 
Min: 5 
Max:  20 

To register or more information: 
Email:nbradtmiller@allencountyparks.org  
Call: 449-3778 
Nancy Bradtmiller 

 
Fox E’s “Leave No Parent Behind” Kit Club Fox Island County Park 
Tuesdays: Oct.  27, Nov. 3, 10, 17, 24, Dec. 1, 8, 15 9:30 AM -10:30 AM  
This program is for pre-school children ages 4 and 5 
who would like to explore Fox Island with their 
loving parent or guardian while learning with 
naturalist, Natalie Haley, about:  
Oct. 27th: Pumpkins            Nov. 3: Animal Myths 
Nov. 10th: Spiders               Nov. 17th: Owls 
Nov. 24th: Turkey Tails      Dec. 1st: Hibernation 
                                                                  Headaches 
Dec. 8th: Tracks and Scat   Dec. 15th: Evergreens 
Cost includes snack, drink & craft 

Cost: $4.00/child/session  
          $3.00/adult/session  
Pre-register: 5 days prior to 
                     each session  
Min: 5  
Max: 20 

To register or for more information: 
Email:nhaley@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-3246 
Natalie Haley 

 



 
Use & Care of the Compound Microscope –                  2 NISTEM points 
Session 1 

Metea County Park Nature Center 

November 3, Tuesday  2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  
First session of a two part program. This 2 hour 
program is an introduction to or a review of the 
compound microscope. 
Ages 12 through adult. 
 

Cost: $2.00 
Pre-register by: 10/29 
Min: 5 
Max: 10 

To register or more information: 
Email: rdivelbiss@allencountyparks.org  
Call: 449-3778 
Ron Divelbiss 

 
Great Tree Canopy Comeback Metea County Park  
November 7, Saturday 10:00 AM  
We need volunteers to help us plant forty trees 
as we once again partner with the Friends of the 
Parks in the Great Tree Canopy Comeback. A 
picnic follows from 11:30 – 1:00 at Soloman 
Park 

Cost: FREE 
Pre-register by: N/A 
Min: N/A 
Max: N/A 

To register or more information: 
Email: sbrown2430@comcast.net  
Call: 422-3232  
Suzette Brown – Friends of the Parks 

 
Preschool Discovery Hour – Birds for Beginners Fox Island County Park 
November 10, Tuesday 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM  
Young birders will visit our feeding area, help 
put seed out, and then watch to see who comes 
to eat it.  We’ll enjoy a little snack ourselves and 
take home a craft that is “for the birds”. Each 
family of children must accompanied by 1 adult. 
 

Cost: $3.00/child  
         $2.00/adult  
Pre-register by: 11/5 
Min. 5  
Max. 20 

To register or more information: 
Email: rzartman@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-3186 
Ron Zartman 

 
Feed the Birds Metea County Park Nature Center 
November 11, Wednesday 3:30 PM -5:00 PM  
The Native Americans showed their thanks for a 
bountiful harvest by hanging seeds for the birds 
to eat outside their teepees.  We will revive this 
tradition by making some natural bird feeders 
for your yard.  We will also watch the birds at 
our feeders.  Ages 6 -  12  

Cost:$3.00/child 
         $2.00/adult 
Pre-register by: 11/6 
Min:  5 
Max:  15 

To register or more information: 
Email:nbradtmiller@allencountyparks.org  
Call: 449-3778 
Nancy Bradtmiller 

 
 

Trees are Great! Metea County Park Nature Center 
November 12, Thursday 9:30 AM – 10:30 AM  
We will take a walk to look at the trees planted 
by volunteers during the weekend’s Great Tree 
Canopy Comeback.  As we walk we will learn 
about trees and how they help us.  After our hike 
we will have a snack.  Ages 4 - 6 

Cost: $3.00/child,  
          $2.00 adult  
Pre-register by: 11/6  
Min: 5 
Max: 15 

To register or more information: 
Email:nbradtmiller@allencountyparks.org  
Call: 449-3778 
Nancy Bradtmiller 

 
 

Caving Adventure                                                                    5 NISTEM points Metea County Park 
Trip November 21, Saturday 
Mandatory Pre-class Friday, November 6 

Trip: All day   
Pre-class: 7:30 PM 

 

Go underground with Allen County Parks.  Caving 
instructor and naturalist Bob Dispenza will be leading a 
trip to a new cave (for us) near Springville on Saturday, 
November 21.  We’ll be exploring a wild cave in the area 
and going off the beaten path, looking for cave wildlife 
and unusual formations.  Mandatory pre-caving class is 
Friday, November 6, 7:30 PM at Metea County Park. Fee 
covers maps and caving instruction.  Learn about 
geology, cave life, needed equipment and cave formation.  
This activity is somewhat strenuous, but suitable for 
beginners in good physical condition.   

Cost: $20.00/person 
Pre-register by: 11/3 
Min: 5  
Max: 25 

To register or more information: 
Email: bdispenza@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-8619 
Bob Dispenza 



 
Feederwatch 101  Fox Island County Park 
Mondays: Nov.  16, 23, & 30, Dec. 7 and 14 9:00 AM-10:00 AM  
Join naturalist, Natalie Haley and learn how to 
become “bird brainy” while helping the birds at 
Fox Island. 
Fee helps cover costs of the Feederwatch Kit. 

Cost is $3.00 
Pre-register by: N/A 
Min: N/A  
Max: 30 

To register or for more information: 
Email: nhaley@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-3246 
Natalie Haley 

 
What’s Next? Response to Last Child in the Woods Metea County Park Nature Center 
November 16, Monday 7:00 PM  
What can we do now?  A back-to-nature 
movement to reconnect children with the 
outdoors is burgeoning nationwide – USA 
Today, Nov. 2006.  We will hold a discussion on 
ways to turn around this “nature deficit” trend.   
See last page for information on the Special 
Event with Richard Louv on Nov. 13th. 

Cost:  FREE 
Pre-register by:  11/16 
Min:  5 
Max:  50 

To register or more information: 
Email: nbradtmiller@allencountyparks.org   
Call: 449-3778 
Nancy Bradtmiller 

 
Winter Dried Weed and Cone Arrangements for adults Metea County Park Nature Center 
November 17, Tuesday   2:00 PM – 4:00 PM  
We will be making wreaths, candle rings, or 
teasel Christmas trees. Start collecting cones, 
pods and seeds to use in your arrangement. 
Forms, glue, and lacquer will be provided. 
Ages 12 through adult. 

Cost: $5.00 
Pre-register by: 11/12 
Min: 5 
Max: 10 

To register or more information: 
Email rdivelbiss@allencountyparks.org  
Call: 449-3778 
Ron Divelbiss 

 
Fort Wayne Track Club 5KM Turkey Trot Trail Run Fox Island County Park 
November 21, Saturday  11:00 AM  
Burn pre-Thanksgiving calories 
on Fox Island County Park’s 
trails in the Fort Wayne 
Track Club’s annual 5K 
race.  

Cost: $10.00 FWTC 
            Member 
          $12.00 non-member 
Race day registration 
begins at 10:00 AM  
Pre-register and receive a  
discount  of $2.00 

To register or more information: 
Email: Brett Hess  superhess@msn.com 
Or Bill Harris bharris@mossharris.com  
Registration forms available at Fox Island 

 
Night Hike                                                                          2 NISTEM points Metea County Park North 
November 27, Friday 7:00 PM Big Trees parking lot off Hursh Rd. 
Walk off all that holiday food while you explore 
our wildest park and perhaps meet some 
nocturnal residents.  Flashlights optional, and 
not used on the hike. 

Cost: $2.00 
Pre-register by: 11/22 
Min: 5 
Max: 30 

To register or more information: 
Email: bdispenza@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-8619 
Bob Dispenza 

 
 

Using the Compound Microscope –Session 2 Metea County Park Nature Center 
December 8, Tuesday       2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  
We will be studying plant and animal cells. 
Ages 12 through adult. 

Cost: $2.00 
Pre-register by: 12/3 
Min: 5 
Max: 10  

To register or more information: 
Email: rdivelbiss@allencountyparks.org  
Call: 449-3778 
Ron Divelbiss 

 
Night Hike                                                                          2 NISTEM points Payton County Park  
December 18, Friday 7:00 PM 13928 Dunton Rd. 
Spend one of the longest nights of the year 
hiking as we explore the night sky (if it’s clear) 
and animals in winter (if it isn’t).  Flashlights 
optional, and not used on the hike. 

Cost: $2.00 
Pre-register by: 12/13 
Min: 5 
Max: 30 

To register or more information: 
Email: bdispenza@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-8619 
Bob Dispenza 

 



 
Cross Country Ski Clinic Fox Island County Park 
December 19, Saturday & January 9, 
Saturday 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  

Learn: how equipment works, waxing vs. no-
wax, purchasing, ski prep and maintenance, how 
to dress and receive basic instruction and 
practice on technique, weather permitting.  
Leave phone number, shoe size, height and 
weight when registering in order to reserve 
equipment. Fee includes one hour rental 
(weather permitting) or voucher for future ski 
rental. 

Cost: $7.00  
          $3.00 w/your  
          own equipment.   
Pre–register by: 12/14 
        1/4/10 for second 
        session 
Min: 5 
Max: 15 

To register or more information: 
Email: rzartman@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-3186 
Ron Zartman 
 
 
 

 
Owl Prowl Fox Island County Park 
December 19, Saturday & January 9, Saturday 5:30 PM– 7:30 PM  
We will gather indoors to discover whooo our 
resident owls are, and then head outdoors to try to 
call some in.  Dress for the weather and for trails.   

Cost: $2.00  
Pre-register by: 12/14 
1/4/10 for second 
session. 
Min: 5 
Max: 15  

To register or more information: 
Email: rzartman@allencountyparks.org 
Call: 449-3186 
Ron Zartman  

 
Winter Solstice Celebration Metea County Park Nature Center 
December 21, Monday 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM  
The Winter Solstice is the shortest day of the 
year.  We will have a ceremony encouraging the 
return of the sun similar to one used by the 
ancient people and read some related myths.  
We will conclude our celebration with a snack.  
Ages 6 -12  

Cost:$3.00/child 
         $2.00 adult 
Pre-register by:  12/16 
Min:  5 
Max:  15 

To register or more information: 
Email:nbradtmiller@allencountyparks.org  
Call: 449-3778 
Nancy Bradtmiller 

 
Winter at Metea                                                                 2 NISTEM points Metea County Park Nature Center 
December 29, Tuesday 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM  
We will hike the trails looking for signs of how 
animals and plants survive the winter. After our 
hike we will come in and warm up with hot 
chocolate and cookies.  Dress to be outside.  
Ages 6 - adult    

Cost: $3.00 
Pre-register by:  12/23 
Min:  5 
Max:  20 

To register or more information: 
Email:nbradtmiller@allencountyparks.org   
Call: 449-3778 
Nancy Bradtmiller 

 
Programming offered off site in conjunction with Little River Wetland Project 
 

Myths and Mysteries of the Marsh Eagle Marsh Barn 
Oct.ober 28, Wednesday 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  
Join naturalist Natalie Haley in a night-time 
hiking adventure with our wetland neighbor, 
Eagle Marsh.  Natalie will share myths of the 
marsh critters (our friend the beaver, the 
muskrat, the heron and the crane, etc…)during a 
lovely night ramble through this lush wetland. 

Cost: FREE.   
Pre-register by: N/A  
Min: 5 
Max: 30 

To register or for more 
information: 
Email: crc@lrwp.org 
Call: 478-2515 
Rachel Smith 
 

 

Breakfast on the Marsh: “Life and Times of a Canal Boat Captain” Coventry Meadows 
November 12, Thursday 8:00 AM -10:00 AM  
Come and meet Frank Lyons (a.k.a. Bob 
Dispenza), canal boat captain, as he explains 
how expanding the canal system can benefit the 
people of Indiana.  Learn about life on the 
canal, and some of the technical aspects of 
canal operation.  Program takes place in the 
mid-1800s –use your mental “time machine. 

Cost: FREE.   
Pre-register by: N/A  
Min: N/A 
Max: N/A 

To register or for more information: 
Email: crc@lrwp.org 
Call: 478-2515 
Rachel Smith 



Our Mission: “To establish and manage a permanent park system incorporating conservation, education, outdoor values and nature 
preservation, and to provide recreational opportunities for the people of Allen County within this structure”

Allen County does not discriminate because of disability in the admission to, treatment or employment in, its programs or activities.  The Human Resources director has been designated to 
coordinate compliance with nondiscrimination requirements contained in Section 35.107 of the Department of Justice regulations. Information concerning the provisions of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, and the rights provided thereafter, and Allen County’s ADA Policy are available from the ADA Coordinator.  Requests for assistance or suggestions on how the County can 
better meet the needs of those persons with disabilities may be submitted to the ADA Coordinator at: Human Resources Department,Room 208, 1 East Main Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802, 
or by telephone at 260-449-7217, TDD 260-449-7881. 

We’re on the web: www.allencountyparks.org 

7324 Yohne Road
Fort Wayne IN 46809
Phone: 260.449.3180
Fax: 260.449.3181

7324 Yohne Road
Fort Wayne IN 46809
Phone: 260.449.3180
Fax: 260.449.3181

7324 Yohne Road
Fort Wayne IN 46809
Phone: 260.449.3180
Fax: 260.449.3181

**SPECIAL EVENT OFFERED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH ACRES LAND TRUST 
 

Lecture by Richard Louv author of Last Child in the Woods IPFW – Rhinehart Music Center 
November 13, Friday 7:30 PM  
Since its initial publication, Last Child in the 
Woods has created a national conversation 
about the disconnection between children and 
nature.  Richard Louv is the recipient of the 
2008 Audubon Medal and on the National Best 
Seller List. Hosted by ACRES, Inc. 

Cost:  $5.00 for 
Partnering organizations 
– Fox Island Alliance, 
Friends of Metea, and 
Allen County Park Pass 
Holders.  
$10.00 - General Public 

To reserve tickets call Rhinehart box office 
at 260/481-6555 
For more information: 
Email: nbradtmiller@allencountyparks.org  
Call: 449-3778 
Nancy Bradtmiller 

 
 


